
Meeting Minutes 

Sea Trail Fishing Club 

Meeting Date April 15, 2021 

 

The inaugural Sea Trail Fishing Club met on this date at the Pink Palace in Sunset Beach, NC.  The 
meeting was called to order by acting President Steve Heins at 7:02 p.m. 

After a Pledge of Allegiance and a brief introduction of the acting Board of Directors, a roll call was 
administered.  There are a total of 50 members signed up for the Club.  Of that number, 24 were 
present, including 2 that do not presently reside at Sea Trail.  When a member’s name was called, they 
were given a chance to introduce themselves and say a little about their interests in the Club.   

Following the introductions, a break was called at 7:40 p.m.  The meeting resumed at 7:50 p.m. with 
new business. 

Item 1: Policy Manual.  Several copies were given out at the meeting.  Comments to the Policy Manual 
were solicited.  Adoption of the Policy Manual needs to happen very quickly (perhaps as early as the 
next meeting) so that a bank account can be opened.  Most banks require a Charter to open an account.  
The Policy Manual contains a Mission Statement and is intended to be the Club’s Charter. 

Item 2: Officer Elections.  Acting Officers are Mike Shannon (Webmaster, Vice-President), Steve Heins 
(President), Alan Trojan (Secretary/Treasurer).  Officers need to be in place before any dues are 
collected and before any bank account is established.  A volunteer form was given out at the meeting 
and is also on the website.  The volunteer form allows a person to indicate interest in becoming an 
Officer and/or a Committee Chair.  One form was filled out and returned at the meeting.  Other forms 
can be filled out and returned to any of the present Acting Officers. 

Item 3: Dues.  Because it is anticipated that there will be expenses in the administration of the Club, 
dues are anticipated to be necessary.  A nominal annual amount was suggested; perhaps on the order of 
$15 - $20.   

Item 4: Fundraising.  Because future things like fishing tournaments may pay out cash prizes or free 
equipment to the winner, it is anticipated that fundraising efforts will be required.  Ideas brought 
forward include a 50/50 raffle, developing clothing or hats with the Sea Trail logo, etc.  A comment was 
made that due to State restrictions raffles are limited to twice annually. 

Item 5: Banking.  Any money collected from dues, fundraising, etc. would be placed in a bank account 
opened in the Club’s name.  At the present time it is anticipated that the Club would be a not-for-profit 
association.  Dues collection could start as early as the 3rd Club meeting. 

Item 6: Website: The Sea Trail Fishing Club website is up and running.  At present Administrator rights 
are limited.  All members are encouraged to visit the website (https://seatrailma.com/sea-trail-fishing-
club).  If any members have any pictures to share, send them to Mike Shannon (e-mail address is on the 
website) for posting.  Also, comments to the Policy Manual may be made to any acting Officer (e-mail 
addresses are on the website). 



Item 7: Membership.  Membership numbers are included earlier in the Minutes.  An idea was brought 
forward at the meeting to have membership cards.  Some merchants may give discounts if membership 
in the Sea Trail Fishing Club can be verified.  

Item 8: Future meetings.  Future meetings on the 3rd Thursday of every month beginning at 7 p.m. in the 
Pink Palace are OK.  Access for people who do not reside in Sea Trail does not appear to be an issue at 
this time.  The capacity of the Pink Palace is 160 people.  Volunteers are needed at the conclusion of 
every meeting to help with cleanup, removing trash, vacuuming, etc. 

Item 9: Liability.  Considerable discussion was centered around liability, including the possibility that 
Officers may need liability insurance.  The cost for that insurance could be on the order of $900 - $1200 
annually.  It is noted that there is a liability clause in the Policy Manual (Section 9.1).  The clause states 
that members participate in Club activities at their own discretion.  Further statements remove any 
liability for the Board of Directors.  It still may be prudent to develop a Liability Waiver form and include 
it in the Policy Manual.   

Other items of interest: 

• There is a Fishing Club at Little River.  Future meetings of this Club may be attended by the Sea 
Trail Fishing Club.  Ideas from the Little River Club may be incorporated at Sea Trail. 

• There are certified scales at the Ocean Isle Fishing Center (OIFC) and at Sheffield’s (next to OIFC) 
for any person who wishes to weigh their catch.  These weights may be used, for example, to 
report possible citation catches or to weigh catches for a fishing tournament.  Dave’s Outpost is 
working on attaining certified scales. 

There being no other business, a motion to adjourn was approved.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 
p.m. 

 

Signed, 

 

Alan Trojan 

Acting Secretary/Treasurer 


