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OIMF’s Rookie of the Year Awards went to Ann Taylor (Planetarium) and Debra 

Foster (Museum). The Volunteer of the Year Awards went to Robin Wilson 

(Planetarium) and Veronica Quinn (Museum). The prestigious Lifetime 

Achievement Award went to Cindy Northrup. OIMF thanks these winners and 

all the other volunteers for their outstanding service.  

 



 

The Museum of Coastal Carolina, closed during the month of January, reopens in 

February on Fridays and Saturdays from 10:00 to 3:00. From March through May 15, the 

museum will be open on Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays from 10:00 to 3:00. Here are 

the programs for spring 2021. 

 

Touch Tank Feeding will take place on Fridays at 11:00. Children and adults will enjoy 

watching museum docents feed the animals in the museum’s touch tank. 

 

These educational and entertaining programs are planned for Saturdays at 11:00: 

Feb. 13 – Great Backyard Bird Count; Feb. 27 – Scout Day (all day); Mar.6 – Flora and 

Fauna of the Green Swamp; Mar. 13 – What’s in the Water?; Mar. 20 – Air Pollution 101; 

Mar. 27 – Citizen Science with eco EXPLORE; Apr. 3 – Family Day (special $3/person 

admission); Apr. 10 – Behind the Scenes Secrets; Apr. 17 – Sea Grants Coastal 

Landscapes; Apr. 24 – Sea to Tree; May 1 – Weather Investigators; May 8 – Lighthouses 

of NC; May 15 – Mission to Space. 

 

The museum’s Sandbar Lectures start at 6:00 PM. Here are the topics: Mar. 9 – Living in 

Future’s Past (movie); Apr. 13 – How the Nazis Made NASA presented by Brett Riggs; 

May 11 – Hurricanes. 

 



 

New exhibits at the museum include the Sargasso Sea exhibit, the Civil War Cannonball 

exhibit, and new artwork by local artist Joyce Houle. Ms. Houle’s artwork is for sale. 

There is a meet-the-artist reception with Ms. Houle on Feb. 5 at noon at the museum. 

 

 

It's an exciting time for Ingram Planetarium as we launch into 2021, and while things still look different 

for us in the ongoing pandemic we feel hopeful in the evolution we have made to meet these 

challenges. Over the prolonged closure our education team was able to focus a lot of bandwidth into 

skill development that was often very slow before while balanced along side daily program execution. At 

the planetarium specifically this means we have been able to do a lot more with our system. We created 

a holiday program completely in-house last season and this season we are celebrating the new 

Perseverance rover set to land February 18th with an original program called Explore Mars. This 

program with an original script developed by dome educator Chloe Bassette, and produced by Kat will 

be a great look into both the history and current developments in our exploration of the Martian surface. 

We will also be launching Love Under the Laser Lights again, only this time with much brighter lasers 

thanks to the 2019 upgrade to our laser projector.  

  

In addition to our expanded dome offerings in February we are also embarking on an exciting journey to 

the International Space Station...virtually of course. Starting February 20th participants in the Ingram 

Planetarium Walks to the ISS walk-a-thon event will journey 240 miles, the approximate distance to the 

ISS at any given time, through healthy daily movement. This will also benefit the planetarium and 

museum through registrations and sponsorship opportunities. To learn more about the event visit our 

website under special events at https://museumplanetarium.org/planetarium-walks-to-iss/.  

  

Thank you for all your continued support as we navigate these extraordinary times. Every crew is better 

together!  

https://museumplanetarium.org/planetarium-walks-to-iss/


 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Scientists Identify New Whale Species In Gulf Of 

Mexico  

January 28, 20216:02 PM ET 

Heard on Morning Edition 

 

 

Click the link to view the entire article 

 

  

Feb. 27 is Scout Day at the Museum of Coastal Carolina 

On February 27, the Museum of Coastal Carolina will help Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts complete partial badge 

requirements based on exhibits and activities in the museum. Scouts will receive a reduced entry rate of $6 

per scout if they wear their uniform or display their troop number; otherwise, regular admission rates apply. 

Each scout will receive a packet explaining relevant exhibits and activities and how they meet corresponding 

badge requirements. Exhibits will be marked with a scout insignia for further guidance. This program has been 

designed by Keith Eades and Jamie Justice. Keith is a life-long science educator and school administrator.  He 

also serves as Education Outreach Coordinator for the Ocean Isle Museum Foundation.  Keith is a former 

science teacher, principal, and Superintendent who enjoys sharing a variety of lessons related to STEM 

education. Jamie is the Education Coordinator for the Museum of Coastal Carolina and  Ingram Planetarium. 

She received her Bachelor of Science in Marine Biology from Bowling Green State University and her Master 

of Science in Environmental Science with concentrations in Marine and Coastal Education and Coastal 

https://www.npr.org/programs/morning-edition/2021/02/01/962698380/morning-edition-for-february-1-2021
https://www.npr.org/2021/01/28/961765657/scientists-identify-new-whale-species-in-the-gulf


 

Management from the University of North Carolina Wilmington. Jamie is originally from Portsmouth, Ohio and 

moved to Wilmington, North Carolina for graduate school in 2017. Before coming to the Museum, she has 

worked in a variety of educational positions at summer camps and schools. 

 

 

  



  

 

 

 



 

 

 

   

  

 


